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Love, fear, and disaster seem 
to be primary motivators for us. 
So, one might think that people 
who love their home planet, fear 
its collapse, and see disaster all 
around would be highly motivated 
to act significantly to address 
climate change.

FROM THE PRESIDENT

Governor Gavin Newsom signs 
Robert Rivas’s AB 1757, elevating 
nature-based solutions in CA’s fight 
against climate change.

There is overwhelming evidence that restoring and conserving forests is a core climate solution—
in fact the only way to meet our goals (see Mo, et al, Nature, 11.12023). As such, we should be 
seeing a massive turn to revaluing and managing forests for climate, something that PFT has 
advocated for for over 30 years. Now, with some hope, we are beginning to see this happen, 
though at far from the pace and scale we need.  

In 2023, PFT advanced major actions to scale and demonstrate forest climate solutions across 
the fields of policy, direct conservation and stewardship. (As practical problem solvers, we like 
to both think and do.) PFT led California’s newly empaneled AB 1757 Expert Advisory Committee 
on Natural and Working Lands, issuing a clarion call for climate action at scale in forests and 
other lands. We conserved thousands of acres of well-managed forests which store, collectively, 
many tens of thousands of tons of carbon safely and forever. We laid the groundwork to 
demonstrate prescribed burns in managed private forests at unprecedented scale. And we were 
honored by a film on our work, winning Best Documentary awards, educating many hundreds 
of people about new, practical, and radically effective forest 
climate solutions.

Thanks to your support, we can scale this solution to 
this most pressing global threat while working right 
here at home. Please join us in protecting a safe 
healthy future for people and the planet!

Thank you, 
Laurie A. Wayburn

STEWARDING OUR BIODIVERSITY 
PFT works in the most biodiverse and productive conifer forests on earth.



2023 ANNUAL REPORT   /   3   

PFT plans for forever, a rare thing indeed. We 
currently have responsibility for 38 perpetual 
conservation easements covering some 115,000 
acres, and own and manage 14,000 acres.  

PFT is entrusted with the perpetual stewardship of these lands, and we practice that with 
the highest integrity. We are a thrice accredited land trust and committed to honoring our 
landowner’s trust. The stewardship of these lands is a great joy for our staff. Part of our 
pioneering heritage is to test and scale new approaches to forest stewardship that complement 
commercial management.  

One such effort we advanced in 2023 is with prescribed fire. With generous funding from 
California’s Wildlife Conservation Board and State Coastal Conservancy, we set in motion 
reintroduction of prescribed fire on two PFT-conserved properties, the van Eck redwood 
forest  and the McCloud Soda Springs mixed conifer forest. Our goal is to demonstrate the 
compatibility of prescribed fire with commercial management at scale, and facilitate a proactive 
transformation in fire management. 

On the Mount Ashland Demonstration Forest in southern Oregon, we completed 
our innovative forest-management plan and hired new staff, thanks to a 
grant from the Murdock Charitable Trust. The plan drives management 
for climate and fire resilience, restoring more natural forest composition 
with fire-resilient species such as cedar and Douglas fir and lays out the 
restoration of low-intensity fire to this landscape.

STEWARDSHIP Susan, Blair and Alex Hart have ensured 
their family’s permanent legacy through a 
conservation easement held by PFT.

PFT works in the most biodiverse and productive conifer forests on earth. PFT’s conserved forests are home to over 800 species, and many are at risk, including the Northern Goshawk and Willow Flycatcher. 
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PFT conserves forests at landscape scale, bringing 
climate benefits, protecting biodiversity, and 
securing critical watersheds.

In 2023, we made huge strides conserving additional, strategic acreage in our Klamath-
Cascade focal area. Working with our partners at Campbell Global, a JP Morgan Chase 
Company, we conserved the 7,500 acre Shasta Timberlands Working Forest. This connected 
a patchwork of public and working private forests that make up critical habitats and migration 
pathways for hundreds of species. This project, itself supporting over 250 species, links the 
Shasta Trinity and Klamath National Forests, as well as the Hart’s Butte Creek Ranch that PFT 
conserved in 2015. 

We also made substantial progress towards completing the protection of a remarkable 11,000-
acre forest at the headwaters of the Upper Trinity River. With extraordinary biodiversity, 
this project fills large gaps within the Shasta Trinity National Forest, stitching together a 
much larger landscape to the benefit of myriad species and watershed function. Thanks 
to Congressman Jared Huffman, we were awarded a first of its kind Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) grant for Community Development. We were also very grateful for a major 
grant from the Sierra Nevada Conservancy for the project, moving us closer to completing the 
conservation of Trinity Headwaters. Protecting 10% of the upper Trinity River, this project is a 
key contributor towards securing California’s water supply. 

 

LANDSCAPE 
CONSERVATION

Our forests protect the habitats and supply the cold, clean water for Redband Trout, 
Coho Salmon, Cascade Frogs, people, and other species to thrive.

The Trinity Headwaters Forest is in 
a global biodiversity hotspot and 
protects 10% of the Upper Trinity 
River watershed.
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PFT’s work drives historic legislation, promoting 
older, more natural working forests as a key 

strategy addressing climate change. 

In 2023, California’s AB 1757 Expert Advisory Committee, chaired by PFT, laid out its 
recommendations for climate targets for California’s natural and working lands sector. 
These recommendations, a first-in-the-nation effort, would contribute up to 400 
million tons in carbon reductions over the next decade—greater than that of all combined 

efforts to green the transportation sector. This is a transformational opportunity in 
climate solutions, and for California to continue its pioneering role in innovative solutions 

addressing the root causes of climate change.

POLICY
Health  advocates, Indigenous fire 
practitioners, scientists, ranchers, 
and foresters all share PFT’s goal 
of restoring “good fire,” to the 
landscape, reducing risk to people, 
property and ecosystems.

Snakes and amphibians, like the Giant Garter Snake and California Tiger Salamander, 
are critical players in supporting forests!

Ph
ot

o 
27

16
48

21
 ©

 E
as

tm
an

ph
ot

o 
| 

D
re

am
st

im
e.

co
m

PFT also continued its leadership in advancing a new approach to fire management, catalyzing a shift to 
managing for beneficial fire, and thereby reducing the impacts of catastrophic fire.  Building and leading 

broad, diverse coalitions of stakeholders to advance shared solutions to the fire crisis is a hallmark of PFT’s 
approach. Paired with our on-the-ground demonstration of how this can be scaled up (see Stewardship), 

PFT brings both practice and innovation to help address the challenge of returning the West to a more natural, 
beneficial fire regime. 

In this vein, we were pleased to be the recipients of a lead grant from the Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation’s Wildfire 
Resilience Initiative, focused in Siskiyou County and its associated watersheds to help catalyse large-scale restoration of 

a beneficial fire regime to this iconic region. 
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INDIVIDUALS

$100,000+
Anonymous Ken Fisher Robert & Suzi Given Jan & Cynthia van Eck

$50,000–$99,000
Anonymous Judson M. Parsons Laney and Pasha Thornton

$25,000–$49,999
Anonymous 
Michael & Melissa Haglund

Michael Harney
Kathy & Sanjeev Malaney

Frederick Moon
Robert & Dorene Schiro

Susannah Schroll

$10,000–$24,999
Anonymous (2)
Joanne S. Barker
Kathleen Bennett &  
Thomas Malloy
R. Stuart Bewley & Donna Motluk

Truman Collins
Benjamin Hammett
Peter & Pamela Hayes
Robert & Cassie Hixon 

Anna Hayes Levin
Chris & Amanda Smith
Glenn & Cherida Collins Smith
Greg & Laura Spivy

John M. Stephenson
Andrea Tuttle
Sigrid van Eck
Sunny Virdi

$2,500–$9,999
Bob Barrett & Linda Atkinson
Ann Bartuska
Sally Bingham
Chalon Bridges
Henry & Glenda Corning

Samuel & Skye Dakin
Barbara & Mark Daugherty
Dan Dorosin
Dan & Lindy Fay
Jeff & Sheri Frankston

Michelle & Brett Galloway
Terry Gamble Boyer & Peter Boyer
Seema Jethani
Kathleen L McClain
Andy Nordhoff

Ronk Family 
Tania Stepanian
Laurie A. Wayburn
Emma Wohlgemuth
Erik Wohlgemuth

$1,000–$2,499
Peter Allen & Jet Heng
Gordon Anthon & Holly Doremus
Meredith Barrett & Aaron Stoertz
Lorraine Bazan
Stephen & Terry Beck
Dr. Caryn Bern
Constance Best
Chapin Boyer
John & Patty Brissenden
Paul Cashman & Paul Thorndal
Wesley & Cindy Chesbro
Norman Christensen

Kevin F. Connelly
Bill Curtiss & Judy Anderson
Ali Davoudi
Lisa & Robert Ericksen
Zachary and Robin Everett
Anthony & Martha Fouracre
Janie & Donny Friend
John Fullerton
Alison Geballe
David & Amy Hartwell
Tim Hipp
The Hollingsworth Family

Finn Jenssen
Bhani Katiyar
Peggy Keon
Mark & Shawn Klender
Sarosh Kumana
Timothy Lane
Perry & Patricia Lloyd
Jon Lukomnik
Mark & Susan McKeefry
Lorraine Miller-Wolf
Atul Nayak
Henry Nordhoff

David Patte
George Peyton, Jr.
C. J. & Carol Ralph
Michael Reilly
Michael Stephenson
Gerald W. Stratford
Robyn Thorson
Elizabeth Ury
David K. Walters
Emily R. Warms
Harriet Wohlgemuth
Monte & Liz Zweben

$500–$999
David Armanino
Don Beaty
Rhonda Bennon & Martin Brown
Anna Boyer
Tony Brunello
James Bullard
Stephen Burger

William Chambers
Nico Cortese
Pete Dainty
Rose Dakin
Kate Dargan Marquis
Phil Detrich
Paul & Anne Ehrlich

Robert Ewing
J. Patrick Finerty
Reade & Jennifer Frank
Jerry Franklin
Lorraine Gallard
John K. Graham, Esq.
Shelly Guyer

Susan Halpin
Luke Hawbaker
Sam Hodder
Allen & Kathy Lauer
Arthur Levitt & Sherril Shapiro
Paul Mason
Janet McLennan

We rely on the generous support of individuals, foundations, and 
corporations to safeguard healthy water supplies, provide safe habitat for 
wildlife, supply wood and jobs for local communities, and remove CO2 from 
the atmosphere for the benefit of all.  

To learn more and support our work, contact Kevin Connelly at kconnelly@pacificforest.org or call 
415.561.0700 x32.  

DONOR 
REPORT

(continued)
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Peter Mertz
Charles & Anne Moscony
Mark Newberger
Jonathan Nimer & Alicia Torre
Edward & Patricia Hickey O’Brien

Paula Phillips
James Rinehart
Cynthia Sears
Russell Shay & Debbie Sease
Chandler Sherman

Stratford Sherman &  
Meredith Davis
Bruce & Karen Smith
Joseph Swain & Gwen Fuertes
Nancy Tompkins

Russell Turner
Ed &Jeanette Ueber
Mariquita West, M.D.

FOUNDATION SUPPORT
The Endurance Fund
Bewley Motluk Charitable 
Foundation
Clif Family Foundation
Dallas Jewish Community 
Foundation
Davoudi Family Foundation
Foundation For A Sustainable 
Future
The Fullerton Family Foundation, 
Inc.
The Brett and Michelle Galloway 
Foundation

The Thornton S. Glide, Jr. and 
Katrina D. Glide Foundation
Ned and Sis Hayes Family Fund 
of the Oregon Community 
Foundation
Humboldt Area Foundation
Intel Foundation
The Jake Foundation, Inc.
George Frederick Jewett 
Foundation
Jewish Community Federation & 
Endowment Fund
The Cathy and Dick Lampman 
Foundation

The Lumpkin Family Fund
Malaney Family Foundation
Elizabeth Maughan Charitable 
Foundation
MillsDavis Foundation
Gordon and Betty Moore 
Foundation
M. J. Murdock Charitable Trust
Open Door Foundation
Orange County Community 
Foundation
Oregon Community Foundation
Resources Legacy Fund

The San Francisco Foundation
Silicon Valley Community 
Foundation
The Springcreek Foundation
The Summer Hill Foundation
Flora L. Thornton Foundation
The Laney and Pasha Thornton 
Foundation
VMware Foundation
Weeden Foundation
Weyerhaeuser Family Foundation
The Esther & Morton Wohlgemuth 
Foundation, Inc.

GOVERNMENT GRANTS
California State Coastal 
Conservancy

California Wildlife Conservation 
Board

Oregon Watershed Enhancement 
Board

BUSINESS SUPPORT
Adobe
AmazonSmile
American AgCredit 
Apple Inc.
Baldwin, Blomstrom, Wilkinson & 
Associates
Bordeaux Wealth Advisors

Campstool Limited Partnership
The Collins Companies
Columbia Sportswear
Conservation Partners
Ebay
Eucalyptus Associates, INC
Google

Green Diamond Resource 
Company 
Guacamole Fund
Harney & Sons Tea Company 
LinkedIN
Nike
Okie Red River Forests LLC

Red River Forests LLC
Soluri Meserve, A Law Corporation
SunBreak
Timberlab
UCSF Real Estate
VanEck
Wells Fargo

*1% for the Planet  Donors listed contributed $500 and above 

(continued)

SOURCES OF FUNDS USES OF FUNDS 

Fees for Service   
10% 

Investment and  
Other Income  2%

Individual and Business  
Donations  11%

Foundation Grants   
10% 

General &  
Administration 5%

Fundraising  3%

Programs  92%Government Grants  66%

Siskiyou Mariposa Lily, Yreka Phlox, and Gentner’s Fritillary—all of which are endangered. 
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www.pacificforest.org

The Presidio 
1001-A O’Reilly Avenue   
San Francisco, CA 94129
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

BOARD OF DIRECTORS (2023)

Ann M. Bartuska, Ph.D., Chair 

Seema Jethani, Vice-Chair  

Erik Wohlgemuth, Secretary 

Stuart Bewley, Treasurer 

Constance Best, Co-founder 

Robert Barrett, J.D.

The Reverend Canon  
Sally Grover Bingham 

Wesley Chesbro 

Pacific Forest Trust’s mission is to sustain America’s forests 
for all their public benefits of wood, water, wildlife, and 
people’s well being, in cooperation with private landowners 
and communities.

© 2024 Pacific Forest Trust. All rights reserved.

Reproduction permitted with attribution. Photos are property 
of the orginal photographers.

Printed with soy-based ink on paper that is FSC-certified,  
10% Recycled PCW, Green-e energy certified and Ancient 
Forest Friendly.

Dan Dorosin, J.D.

Jerry F. Franklin, Ph.D. 

Paul Henson, Ph.D. 

Andy Nordhoff

Chris Smith 

Andrea Tuttle, Ph.D.

Sunny Virdi

Laurie A. Wayburn,  
Co-founder & President 

The forest climate 
solution is right in front 
of us, but most people 
are unaware of its 
massive, immediate 
potential.  

BUILDING MOMENTUM

PFT, thanks to the generosity of our key partner VanEck, aims to change that with a new documentary debuted in 2023, Beyond 
the Trees. This short documentary, about our innovative work on the van Eck forests of Oregon and California, brings PFT’s 
message to a whole new audience with showings from Los Angeles, to Portland , to New York— and beyond!   The film has 
received much praise, and eight festival laurels, including Best Environmental Film at the Los Angeles Documentary Festival. 
Our unique conservation and management model has caught the eye of conservationists and entrepreneurs alike. It was recently 
introduced to the global business community at a showing during The Economist’s Sustainability Week. 

PFT was also sought out as an authority on forests and climate with increased visibility in major media outlets. From the New 
York Times, where we detailed the merits of conserving private, working forests, to featured quotes in USA Today, Bloomberg, 
the San Francisco Chronicle, amongst others, there is a growing receptivity to PFT’s unique message, approach, and impact. 

Beyond the Trees was featured at The Economist’s 9th Annual Sustainability Week.


