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EXPANDING PRIVATE FOREST CONSERVATION IN OREGON
To help conserve Oregon’s globally renowned biodiversity, we are pioneering a path forward together with willing landowners 
and agencies, developing a new approach to conserving working forests. Wildlife and plants cannot rely solely on public 
lands to survive and thrive, especially as climate change advances. Private forests in Oregon, like those of the Parsons and 
Merritts, as well as Pacific Forest Trust’s 7,200-acre Van Eck Forest, provide models of enduring conservation, which restore 
and maintain a full range of natural forest values. Pacific Forest Trust also joined and now serves on the Board of Directors 
for the Coalition of Oregon Land Trusts, to further improve and advance land conservation in the state.
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WHAT DOES IT TAKE TO PROTECT HERITAGE, A WAY OF LIFE, OR A FOREST?  
PARTNERSHIPS AND PERSEVERANCE 
Partnerships—local and global—make it possible to protect our vastly important and globally significant forest landscapes. 
From landowners like Jud Parsons (pictured below) who is partnering with us to conserve his family’s working forest, to 
the policy-makers who facilitate protection of our forest watersheds that supply drinking water to millions, people and 
partnerships help us achieve large-scale conservation goals benefitting the entire public and landscape. By connecting 
dedicated innovators, donors, landowners and managers, agencies, and conservationists we succeed in cultivating and 
catalyzing good ideas into positive, practical policies. Together, with your support, we can continue conserving America’s 
forests for wood, water, wildlife, and well-being.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR STEADFAST SUPPORT—YOU MAKE OUR WORK POSSIBLE!



FORESTS ARE 
CENTRAL IN 
HISTORIC CLIMATE 
AGREEMENT
The Paris Climate Agreement 
marked a historic turning point 
in the fight against climate 
change. Now, not only is this 
fight a global priority, forests 
are recognized as essential 
to solving the climate crisis, 

offsetting emissions, protecting water supplies, providing 
refuge for species adapting to changing conditions,  
and sustaining rural economies. 
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agreed it is imperative to limit 
ongoing global temperature rise 
to under 2°C by aggressively 
reducing net CO2 emissions.
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of those 195 will be leveraging 
the climate-healing powers of 
forests to do that, alongside 
reductions in emissions from 
fossil fuels.
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CALIFORNIA, A 
GLOBAL LEADER 
FOR FORESTS 
AND CLIMATE 
CHANGE
Prominent in Paris were 
the contributions and 
examples of real action by 
individual cities and states, 
most notably, California. 
This state was the first in 
the world to include forests 
in its groundbreaking 
economy-wide climate 
policy—Assembly Bill 32—and the first to develop 
compliance-grade forest carbon offsets. Pacific Forest 
Trust led these efforts and established the first such offset 
project in the California Van Eck Forest. Forest carbon 
offsets, part of the global carbon market, play an important 
role in meeting climate commitments. California’s cap 
and trade approach, specifically its forest carbon offset 
program, was on full display in Paris. It was recognized as 
the most robust carbon market, globally.

compliance offset credits were issued for the Van 
Eck Forest in California in 2015. Van Eck was the first 
early action project for the state’s voluntary emissions 
reductions program and a model for how landowners can 
generate financial returns when managing their forests to 
advance climate solutions.

241,135



watersheds that feed the Sacramento 
River in northern California provide the 
vast majority of the state’s drinking and 
irrigated agricultural water. That’s drinking 
water for 28 million people, irrigation 
water for 8 million acres, and over 80% of 
freshwater for the San Francisco Bay.

We are making significant progress toward increasing 
water security for millions across the state, developing and 
advancing a new water policy under Assembly Bill 2480, 
authored by Richard Bloom, (D) Santa Monica. AB 2480 
incorporates watersheds into water system infrastructure 
and provides the basis for improving watershed health and 
resilience under climate pressures.

PROTECTING THE SIERRA VALLEY’S 
NATURAL AND WORKING HERITAGE
Visually stunning and in close proximity to Reno, Nevada 
and Lake Tahoe, the natural and working heritage of the 
Sierra Valley is changing due to development and rapid 
population growth. Partnering with the Martinetti family, we 
are expanding conservation of a corridor of protected working 
lands along the western edge of the Sierra Valley and working 
to protect over 100 years of stewardship of their 610-acre 
ranch. This will be Pacific Forest Trust’s 6th conservation 
project in the Sierra Valley—cumulatively protecting over 15 
square miles of forests and meadows.5

CONSERVING VOLCANIC FORESTS
Pacific Forest Trust is partnering with the family-owned 
Michigan-California Timber Company to conserve over 5,000 
acres of productive forest and wildlife habitat in the volcanic 
landscape surrounding Mount Shasta. This project will connect 
key wildlife corridors, while protecting jobs in the woods and 
promoting recreational opportunities.
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PROTECTING WATER SOURCES AND A 
FAMILY’S HERITAGE
On the slopes of Mount Shasta in northern California, 
the verdant Butte Creek Meadows Working Forest is now 
conserved forever. Conservation of this 3,468-acre property, 
owned and operated by the Hart family for over 150 years, 
secures a corridor for wildlife, enhances habitat for hundreds 
of species, and protects vitally important sources of water.



CONSERVING FORESTS TO SAVE A 
KEYSTONE SPECIES
Gray wolves returned to California, marking the first 
appearance of the species since becoming locally extinct 
nearly 100 years ago. Their return and presence on land 
conserved by Pacific Forest Trust demonstrate the benefits 
of our work to conserve whole forest landscapes, connecting 
public and private land to save wildlife, their homes, and 
places to roam.
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Programs: 93%

Fundraising: 4%
Administration: 3%

WE’RE ONLINE 
IN A NEW 
RESPONSIVE 
DESIGN
We launched an entirely 
new website, complete with 
fresh content and visuals in a 
mobile-friendly design.
Visit us at:

www.pacificforest.org

DEMONSTRATING A COMMITMENT TO 
EXCELLENCE

Pacific Forest Trust achieved 
independent accreditation for a 
second time, a national mark of honor 
and distinction in land conservation. 
This honor, awarded by the Land Trust 
Accreditation Commission, recognizes 
our continued commitment to meet 
rigorous quality standards and ensure 
permanence in the conservation of 
private working forests for their  
many benefits.

PARTNERING TO IMPROVE FOREST 
HEALTH AND RESILIENCE
Pacific Forest Trust is partnering with Collins, the Wildlife 
Conservation Board, and CAL FIRE to carefully restore an 
expansive landscape scorched by an intense wildfire.  We are 
planting 3 million trees and other native plants in a multi-
year effort to ensure enduring, large-scale conservation and 
restoration of over 35 square miles.
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Donations: 24%

Foundation 
Grants: 39%

Fee For Service  
& Other: 44%

Investments: -7%


