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Historic Public-Private Partnership Keeps 
Threatened Forests Working for All Californians 

 
The Pacific Forest Trust completes largest working forest conservation easement 

in state on 9,200 acres of commercial timberland at base of Mt. Shasta 
 
 

SAN FRANCISCO, CA – With forests across California increasingly being lost to residential 

development, the Pacific Forest Trust (PFT) is proud to announce the completion of a 

landmark working forest conservation easement (WFCE) on 9,200 acres of prime forestland 

located at the base of majestic Mt. Shasta, along eight miles of the famed McCloud River. The 

McCloud Project is a historic public-partnership among PFT, landowner Bascom Pacific, 

forest managers Forest Systems, the California Wildlife Conservation Board, the National 

Fish & Wildlife Foundation and the Richard and Rhoda Goldman Fund. 

 

The McCloud Project creates the largest forest conservation easement west of the Rockies. It 

protects 15 square miles of forestland – an area twice the size of Yosemite Valley – that lies 

in the heart of the state’s commercial “wood-basket” where residential and recreational 

development threatens the integrity of the forested headwaters of the Sacramento River. The 

McCloud Project is also the first WFCE in California on lands owned by a major commercial 

timber interest.  

 

In addition to preventing all development, the easement protects water quality and important 

fish and wildlife habitat, provides public recreational access to the popular McCloud Falls and 

Pacific Coast Trail – all while promoting sustainable forest management. Bascom Pacific’s 

conserved forests will remain in private stewardship and productive use, thereby providing 

jobs to the local community and quality timber products to consumers. 

 

“Bascom Pacific is demonstrating that forestry and conservation, private ventures and public 

values are complimentary, not contradictory,” notes PFT Managing Director Constance Best. 

“The great challenge of protecting California’s private forests in the face of burgeoning 

development requires more partnerships like this one, now, before the landscape loses its 

economic and ecological vitality from further forest loss and fragmentation.” 
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Funding for the $7.3 million acquisition and associated costs of the McCloud Project came 

from a consortium of public and private sources united by a desire to set a precedent for 

conserving California’s working forests. The state Wildlife Conservation Board’s contribution 

of $5.6 million was matched by grants from the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation ($1 

million through their Wal-Mart-sponsored Acres for America program) and the Richard and 

Rhoda Goldman Fund ($800,000). 

 

“After decades of timber wars, PFT’s landmark McCloud Project represents a new era of 

cooperation and partnership between forest owners, conservationists and the state,” says Al 

Wright, Executive Director of the California Wildlife Conservation Board. “With 

development escalating rapidly, we can’t take working forests for granted anymore. If we are 

to keep California’s private forests productive and providing the public with vital resources 

such as clean water, abundant fish and wildlife and inspiring recreational opportunities, we 

will need more working forest conservation easements like this one.” 

Rick Smith, President and CEO of Forest Systems explains the landowner’s perspective: 

“Working forest conservation easements are an important part of our long-term investment 

strategy as they give private landowners an extra financial incentive to practice high standards 

of stewardship. We hope this project helps set a conservation precedent in California and 

beyond – because we all have a vested interest in seeing working forests continue to provide 

the public with the wood, water and other resources on which we depend.” 

Bascom Pacific’s property is located within the remarkably rich Klamath-Cascade region 

where the conifer forests rate among the most biodiverse in the world. The mixed conifer 

forests, oak and aspen stands, varied meadows and numerous trout streams on the property 

support more than 250 species of birds, fish and mammals including special-status species 

such as the northern spotted owl, bald eagle, Pacific fisher and the imperiled redband trout.   

Specific terms in the easement provide added safeguards for water quality that will protect 

flows from these forests to the faucets of more than 20 million Californians through the 

Sacramento system. Further, the McCloud Project easement links critical habit across 2.1 

million acres of the surrounding Shasta-Trinity National Forest. Preventing development and 

ensuring model forest management here will also enhance the forest’s long-term ability to 

store carbon, in turn providing Californian’s with increased climate benefits. 

 

State Secretary of Resources Mike Chrisman has championed the McCloud Project from its 

inception. “The Pacific Forest Trust is setting a very high standard for the kind of 

conservation activities we are embarking on here in California,” explains Chrisman “Their 
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McCloud Project is a creative approach to conservation and the protection of fish and wildlife 

habitat. It is also emblematic of the shifting role of government in conservation, where 

government acts as a partner with private landowners and non-profits to share in the costs and 

responsibilities of stewardship in the public interest. This project is a prime example of that 

new cooperative effort.” 

 

This project, and WFCEs in general, represent an innovative new model for saving working 

forest landscapes. In return for their commitment to conservation and high standards of 

stewardship, private forest landowners are financially rewarded. Working forest conservation 

easements are a good investment for the public, too, as they protect valuable resources at a 

fraction of the cost of buying a property outright – in this case half as much. Plus, because 

Bascom Pacific and PFT will share stewardship responsibilities, government does not have to 

bear the financial burden of managing the property in perpetuity. 

 

Richard Goldman, president of the Richard & Rhoda Goldman Fund describes their interest: 

“Conservation easements are a promising tool to protect forests,” says Goldman. “We are 

excited to take part in this unique opportunity and hope it serves as a model for forest 

protection throughout the West.” 

 

In November, California voters will have the opportunity to help ensure the state’s forests do 

in fact continue to provide invaluable public benefits. Proposition 84, the Clean Water, Parks 

and Coastal Protection Bond, designates $450 million for the conservation, protection and 

restoration of forests, wildlife and working landscapes. The proposition is supported by 

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger, Treasurer Phil Angelides, Senator Dianne Feinstein, 

legislative leaders, the Pacific Forest Trust and more than 200 state environmental, business 

and civic groups. 
 
________ 
 

The Pacific Forest Trust (PFT) is the only conservation organization in the nation solely 

dedicated to protecting America’s vital private forests for all their public benefits. Since 1993, 

PFT has been implementing a comprehensive conservation strategy through education, 

innovation and collaboration. To date, PFT has directly conserved more than 50,000 acres of 

working forests in the Pacific west valued at over $150,000,000. To learn more about the 

Pacific Forest Trust and our forest campaigns, please visit www.PacificForest.org. 


